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Llangollen  Urban  District  Council. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members,  Miss  Langford,  and  Gentlemen. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1937,  together  with  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  same  period. 

This  report  is  not  a survey  report,  and  is  therefore  more  or 
less  of  a summary  of  the  various  works-  It  has  been  prepared  in 
accordance  with  Circular  1650  (Wales). 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Area  in  Acres 3,107. 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Resident  Popula- 
tion, 1937  2,932. 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1937  925. 

Rateable  Value  of  District £17,426. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  £66  11s  6d. 

The  social  conditions  of  the  area  have  not  changed  since  my 
previous  report. 

SECTION  A.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births— Legitimate:  Male,  12;  Female,  18;  Total,  30. 
Illegitimate:  Nil. 

Stillirths. — Male,  0;  Female,  1;  Total,  1. 

Birth-rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  10-23. 
Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  10.57. 

Deaths.— Males,  26;  Females,  23;  Total,  49. 

Death  rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 
16.70. 

Death  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List) : — 

No.  29.  Puerperal  sepsis,  Nil. 

No.  30.  Other  Puerperal  causes,  Nil. 

Total,  Nil. 

Rate  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. — 2. 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1000  legitimate  live  births,  66.6. 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births,  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 12- 

„ „ Measles  (all  ages) 0. 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  0. 

„ v Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  0. 


SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  has  been  no  change  since  the  previous  report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities: — Chester  Royal  Infirmary  for  General 
Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Work. 

University  College  of  North  Wales,  Bangor,  for  Certified  Milk 
examination. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facalities: — Infectious  Diseases,  Wrexham  Joint 
Hospital  Board;  Accidents,  Police  Ambulance,  Wrexham. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home  is  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurse 
under  the  Nursing  Association,  which  is  a voluntary  Assoc- 
iation. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres: — 

(1)  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Llangollen. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Wrexham. 

(3)  Venereal  Disease  Treatment  Centre  at  Wrexham. 

(4)  General  Nursing,  Llangollen  Cottage  Hospital. 

(5)  Orthopaedic  Treatment  at  Park  Hall  Hospital. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 
DISTRICT. 

Water  Supply. 

The  district  possesses  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water,  and 
practically  the  whole  of  the  area  is  supplied  from  this  source,  the 
mains  having  been  further  extended  during  the  year  to  supply 
more  houses- 

The  water  is  passed  through  mechanical  filters  and  is  chlor- 
inated. 

The  following  are  copies  of  Analysists’  Reports  on  samples 
taken  December  13,  1937: — 

COPY. — The  Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 

Pathological  Dept., 

15th  December,  1937 

No.  of  Report,  14523/MF.,  1 

To  E.  Lovatt,  Esq., 

Llangollen  Urban  D.  Council. 

Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water. 

Sample  of  water  from  consumers’  tap. 

Sample  collected.  13/12/37. 

Sample  received,  13/12/37. 
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REPORT. 


Average  number  of  organisms  producing  visible  colonies 
on  Gelatine  plates,  incubated  at  20.22  C.  for  three  days  Nil. 
Average  number  of  organisms  producing  visible  colonies 

on  Agar  plates  incubated  at  37-5  C.  for  two  days  ...  Nil. 
Bacillus  coli  communis  was  absent  in  100  c.c.’s. 

Streptococci  was  absent  in  10  c.c.’s. 

B.  enteriditis  sporogenes  was  absent  in  50  c.c.’s. 

Remarks: — This  is  an  excellent  water. 


Chemical  Examination  of  Sample  of  Water. 

Sample  collected,  13/12/37. 

Sample  received,  13/12/37. 


REPORT- 

Colour  of  water  viewed  in  a 2 feet  glass 

tube  equivalent  to  

Total  Solids  (dried  at  120  degrees  C) 

Combined  Chlorine 

Equivalent  to  NaCl 

Nitric  nitrogen  (Nitratis 

Nitrous  nitrogen  (Nitratis) 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  (Ammonia) 

Albuminiod  nitrogen  (Ammonia) 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs.  at  27  degrees  C 

Lead,  Copper  or  Iron  

Temporary  Hardness  (equivalent  to 

CaCo3  

Permanent  Hardness  

Total  Hardness  

Remarks: — This  is  a very  satisfactory  water  from  a chemical 
standpoint. 

(Signed)  W-  H.  GRACE, 

M.D. (London),  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. (London). 


M.  M.  Hazen 
Solution 

...  clear 

...  14.8  Parts  per  100,000 
...  1.2 
...  1.9 

...a  faint  trace 
. . . very  faint  trace 
...  Nil. 

...  0-007 
0.05 
Nil. 

0.5 
6.5 
7.0 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Sewerage  Scheme  has  not  yet 
been  actively  started,  but  negotiations  are  proceeding  for  the  pur- 
chase of  a site  for  the  works,  and  with  the  Engineers  as  to  details 
of  the  Scheme. 

Rivers  and  Streams. — There  has  been  no  change  since  my 
report  last  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. — Conditions  are  the  same. 

Public  Cleansing. — This  work  is  very  well  done,  a detailed 
statement  is  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — We  have  not  been  troubled  by  bed 
bugs  either  in  any  of  the  Council’s  houses  or  other  houses.  I have 
not  received  one  complaint  and  it  has  therefore  not  been  neces- 
sary to  deal  with  the  matter. 
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SECTION  F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  district  was  again  remarkably  free  from  infectious  dis- 
ease during  the  year,  and  no  special  measures  were  necessary. 

Cancer  and  Heart-disease  were  the  most  prevalent  causss  of 
death. 


Disease 

Notifiable  Diseases  during  1937. 

Total  Cases  Cases  Admitted 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

Notified. 

1 

to  Hospital. 
0 

Deaths. 

0 

Diptheria 

2 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

0 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

0 

0 

5 

1 

2 

Infectious  Diseases  Analysis  under  Age  Groups. 

Years  Scarlet  Fever  Diptheria  Pieumonia  Erysipelas 
1—2  ... 

3 ...  ...  1 

4 ...  1 

5 ... 

10  ... 

15  ...  ...  1 

20  ... 

35  ... 

45  ... 

65  ...  ...  ...  1 ...  1 

12  11 
No  action  was  taken  under  Sec.  66  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
for  the  prevention  of  Blindness. 

No^  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  under  Sec.  62  or  172  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods. 

Respiratory.  Respiratory 

Respiratory.  Respiratory. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

M. 

F.  M.  F. 

0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  upw’ds 

1 

1 

!!!  i 

Totals 

1 

1 

i 

No  difficulty  has  been  experienced  as  to  non-notification 

during  the  year. 


Causes  of  Death  (Llangollen  Urban)  1937. 


Disease. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

1 

...  1 

Ac.  and  chr.  Nephritis 

2 

...  2 

Premature  Birth  

2 

...  2 

Other  Violence  

1 

...  1 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

2 

...  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc.  ... 

2 

1 

...  3 

Heart  Disease  

8 

5 

...  13 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . . . 

1 

...  1 

Bronchitis  

1 

...  1 

Pneumonia  

1 

...  1 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

3 

...  3 

Peplic  Ulcer  

1 

...  1 

Diptheria 

1 

...  1 

Influenza 

4 

...  4 

Tuberculosis  

1 

...  1 

Cancer  

8 

4 

...  12 

27 

22 

49 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 

Premises.  Inspections.  Written  Notices  Prosecutions. 

Factories 
Workshops 
Workplaces 

Total 

Defects  Found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Referred  to  Prose- 
Found  Remedied  H.M.  Insp.  cutions. 
Want  of  Cleanliness  3 ...  3 ...  — ...  — 

Other  Nuisances  1 ...  1 ...  — ...  — 

4 4 — — 

I wish  to  asknowledge  the  assistance  received  from  my  col- 
leagues throughout  the  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

RICHARD  DRINKWATER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7 ...  2 ...  — 

35  ...  2 ...  - 

42  4 Nil. 


Dee  Villa,  Llangollen, 
June  21st,  1938- 
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HDDual  flepon  of  dm  sanitary  Inspector, 

For  the  year  ended,  31st  December,  1937. 

RECORD  OF  SANITARY  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 
Inspections. 


For  the  purpose  of  the  Housing  Acts  72 

Investigation  of  Infectious  Disease 3 

Inspection  of  Drainage  Works  10 

Drainage  Tests 7 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Defects 66 

Revisits  re  Sanitary  Defects 70 

Complaints  received  4 

Complaints  unfounded 1 

Visits  for  other  causes ...  206 

Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supply 313 

Visits  for  Meat  and  Food  Inspections  378 

Samples  of  Milk  taken 11 

Samples  of  Water  taken  2 

Cowsheds  Inspected  13 

Slaughterhouses  Inspected  20 

Bakehouses  Inspected 15 

Factories  and  Workshops  visited 27 

Petroleum  Stores  14 

Amusement  Halls  8 

Appointments  33 

Interviews  on  Sanitary  Matters  26 

Informal  Notices  served  40 

Statutory  Notices  served  3 

Notices  complied  with 38 

Not  completed  at  31st  December 2 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEFECTS. 

Want  of  Ashes  Accommodation 13 

Stopped  Drains  4 

Defective  Drains  5 

Defective  Sanitary  Appliances  5 

Defective  Domestic  Water  Supplies  or  Fittings  ...  .3 

Defective  Structures  4 

Accumulations  3 

Lime  washing  Workshops 3 

Limewashing  Cowsheds  2 

Limewashing  Slaughterhouses  2 

Other  nuisances  5 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Council  undertake  the  removal  of  refuse  throughout 
their  district.  Practically  the  whole  of  the  properties  are  pro- 
vided with  sanitary  ashbins  and  the  contents  are  removed  once  a 
week  by  means  of  a covered  mechanical  vehicle. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  on  a site  two 
miles  from  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  work  is  carried  out  very  satisfactorily. 

Contents  of  cesspools  and  privies  are  disposed  of  by  ploughing 


into  farm  land. 

Details  of  Work  in  1937. 

Number  of  days  on  which  scavenging  was  done  118 

Tons  of  refuse  removed  (estimated)  1083 

Loads  of  Excreta  removed 25 

Number  of  Privies  and  Cesspools  cleansed 87 

There  are  no  Loan  Charges  — 

Total  Cost  of  Work: — 

£ s.  d. 

Nett  Cost  Collection  and  Disposal  Dry  Refuse  ...  402  6 7 
Cost  of  Cleansing  Privies  and  Cesspools 23  7 6 


£425  14  1 


( 
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Analysis: — 

Collection  of  Dry  Refuse  (labour) 
Disposal  of  Dry  Refuse  (labour) 
Haulage  of  Dry  Refuse 


£ s.  d. 
143  10  1 
106  6 0 
152  10  6 


Cost  per  estimate  ton  Collection 
„ „ Disposal 

„ „ Haulage 


£402  6 7 
...  31.80  pence 
...  22.55  „ 

...  33.80  „ 


Total  cost  per  ton  Dry  Refuse  88.15  pence 

£ s.  d. 

Cost  of  cleansing  Privies  and  Cesspools  (labour)  20  7 6 

(Haulage)  3 0 0 


£23  7 6 


Cost  per  Privy  or  Cesspool  64.19  pence 

Approximate  cost  per  day  of  Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal  £3  8 2 

Owing  to  largely  fluctuating  population,  it  is  not  possible  to 
give  accurate  figures  on  population  basis. 

Shops  Act,  1934 — No  action  was  taken  during  this  year. 

Smoke  Abatement. — No  action  was  necessary. 

Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. — There  are  none  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. — No  action  was  necessary. 

Schools. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  to  all  the 
schools  in  the  area  was  satisfactory.  The  water  to  all  schools  is 
from  the  town  supply. 

SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

Overcrowding  is  not  acute  in  the  district,  there  being  now 
only  14  known  cases.  The  Council  is.  however,  anxious  to  proceed 
with  further  new  houses  in  order  to  relieve  overcrowding,  and 
also  to  re-house  persons  from  further  houses  intended  to  be  de- 
molished. and  negotiations  for  sites  have  been  commenced. 
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The  following  is  a record  during  the  year  1937: — 

(1)  (1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 
(b)  Number  inspections  for  the  purpose  

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

heading 1 above)  which  were  inspected  and  re- 
corded under  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be 
in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  . . . 

(2)  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of 

Formal  Notice,  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  

(3)  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  Housing  Act, 

1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  formal  notice: — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 


22 

62 

22 

.24 

6 

14 

8 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  de- 
molition orders  were  made  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  (from  previous  years  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined  0 

(4)  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  end  of  year  14 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  15 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  88 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  ...  0 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

year  3 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  10 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  Nil 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

(a)  Milk  Supply: — 

11  Samples  of  milk  were  examined  for  bacterial  content 
all  of  which  were  of  a high  standard. 

Samples  were  not  taken  in  respect  of  tubercle  bacilli. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods: — 

There  are  8 licensed  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and 
during  the  year  20  visits  were  made,  apart  from  visits  made 
for  the  purpose  of  the  inspection  of  meat-  There  are  also  8 
meat  shops  and  3 fish  shops  to  which  frequent  visits  are  paid. 

During  the  year  378  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  meat  and  foods  and  premises. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  done: — 

(1)  Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses,  shops,  etc.  ...  398 
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Inspections  (all  post-mortem) : — 

Oxen  (whole  carcasses) 

Calves  

Pigs  

Sheep  and  Lambs  


Articles  of  Food  condemned: — 


Beef  

Pork 

Mutton 

Tinned  Tongue 
Ox  Livers  (41) 
Ox  Lungs 
Pigs’  Heads  ... 
Pigs’  Plucks  . . . 
Sheep’s  Plucks 
Other  Organs 


50  lbs. 

20  „ 

50  „ 

12  „ 

approx.  490  „ 
...  No.  9 
...  „ 31 

„ 62 
„ 10 


...  129 
...  59 
...  204 
...  449 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned: — 

Number  Inspected — 126  Cattle  (excluding  Cows);  3 Cows; 
59  Calves;  449  Sheep  and  Lambs;  204  Pigs. 


All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis: — 

Whole  Carcases  condemned — 1 Sheep  and  Lambs;  1 Pig. 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned — 
38  Cattle;  3 Cows;  1 Calf;  10  Sheep  and  Lambs;  38 
Pigs. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis — 30.15  Cattle;  Cows  (whole); 
1.69  Calves;  2.67  Sheep  and  Lambs;  18-11  Pigs. 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of  organ  was  condemned — 
8 Cattle;  2 Cows;  26  Pigs. 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected  affected  with  tub- 
erculosis— 6.35  Cattle;  66.00  Cows;  12.74  Pigs. 

(c)  Adulteration: — Food  and  Drugs  Acts  are  administered  by  the 

County  Council. 


(d)  Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  by  the  Chester  Royal  Infirmary, 

except  the  examination  of  Milk  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Order,  which  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
University  College  of  North  Wales,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

(e)  No  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  Nutrition. 

(f)  There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  in  the  area. 


Yours  obediently, 


E.  LOVATT. 


o 


